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RWE supports Hearing Dogs for Deaf People
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Black Labrador puppy Hugo is being sponsored by RWE through its Charity of the Year for
2020, Hearing Dogs for Deaf People, to be trained as a ‘hearing dog’.

Hearing dogs make a real difference to deaf people’s lives. As well as alerting their owners to
important and sometimes life-saving sounds they might otherwise miss, such as the doorbell, an
alarm clock, or even a fire alarm, hearing dogs also provide ongoing love, support and
companionship.

“Many deaf people can suffer from isolation and loneliness,” said Jason Keene, RWE
Generation UK charity committee. “Dogs such as Hugo therefore play an important role in daily
life, as well as alerting their owners to what could be life-saving sounds.

“We're absolutely delighted to be supporting such a fantastic charity. Hearing Dogs for Deaf
People currently train and supply 400 hearing dogs to a new owner each year, but more than
600 people, young and old, are on waiting lists. Our support is therefore vital, and will help make
a real difference.”

Hugo started his training at around eight weeks old, when he left his home to go to the Hearing
Dogs training centre in Buckinghamshire. After having a health check and an assessment, he
moved to join his puppy training volunteer.

Hugo’s training is now fully under way, and will continue until he is around 16 months old and he
is placed with his owner. During this period he will be introduced to different sounds and
situations, many tailored to life with his new owner so that he will know what to expect as he
takes up his new role.

Hearing Dogs for Deaf People wasn'’t the only charity to benefit through RWE’s decision to
support them. Having chosen the charity, RWE ran a competition for its employees to name the
puppy, giving £500 to the winner. Hugo, submitted by Sarah Dunning, based at RWE’s
Ferrybridge site, was the name chosen from the entries by Hearing Dogs for Deaf People, and
Sarah is splitting her winnings between Mind and Andy’s Man Club, a charity that also supports
men struggling with mental health issues.

RWE, whose UK headquarters are in Swindon, aims to ensure that the wider community
benefits significantly through its choice of charity of the year.
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About RWE Generation SE

RWE Generation SE, located in Essen, Germany, is responsible for power generation on a gas, hard coal,
hydropower and biomass basis within the RWE Group. The Company benefits from the combined
expertise of around 2,800 employees in Germany, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and Turkey.
Together, they operate power stations with a total capacity of about 25 gigawatts. These reliably available
and flexible capacities contribute to maintaining energy security in the Pan-European grid with its steadily
increasing, however volatile, input from renewable energy sources.
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