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RWE and Acta Marine sign agreement for ‘green’ fuel 
service operation vessels (SOVs) to support North Sea 
offshore wind farms 
  
• The agreement, for 2 x SX216 class dual fuel methanol powered vessels, demonstrates 

RWE’s commitment to decarbonising the operation of its offshore wind farms 
• Innovative design will expand the vessels’ operational service capabilities, setting a new 

industry standard 
• Deployment of the SOVs continues RWE’s long-term commitment to the Grimsby region, 

at the heart of its North Sea offshore projects. 
 

Swindon, 27 April 2023 
 
RWE, the world’s second largest offshore wind player, and maritime support provider Acta 
Marine have entered a long-term vessel supply agreement that paves the way for the 
decarbonisation of offshore wind farm operations. 
 
The agreement is to build and operate two ‘green’ service operation vessels, which will be 
among the first in the world to be built with the capability of being powered by methanol and 
batteries, with the potential to save up to 10,000 tons of CO2 emissions every year. 
 
Acta Marine will begin constructing the vessels at Tersan Shipyards in Turkey during the second 
quarter of 2023 and they are expected to begin operation from the Port of Grimsby in early 
2025 and 2026. Both vessels will be methanol ready from day one, and will support the day-to-
day operations and maintenance of two of RWE’s largest offshore wind projects, at the newly 
operational 857megawatt (MW) Triton Knoll and the 1.4 gigawatt (GW) Sofia Offshore Wind 
Farm, which is now under construction. 
 
The SOVs will be based out of RWE’s new Grimsby Hub and support the long-term operations of 
the offshore assets, representing an enduring commitment to the region. The agreement will 
bring further investment into the port through the use of vessel support and maintenance 
services, local fuelling, pilotage and other ancillary services. 
 
Director of Offshore Wind Operations at RWE Renewables, Thomas Michel said, “This 
investment in low-emissions capable Service Operations Vessels demonstrates our 
commitment to not only playing a major role in decarbonising the UK’s energy mix, but also to 
supporting the green transition of our broader activities across the marine industry. We are 
proud to take this step forward for our North Sea operations and anticipate this being the first 
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of similar investments in support of our other offshore projects.”  
 
Acta Marine builds on a strong track record in offshore wind construction and operations 
support. The SX216 newbuild vessels designed by Ulstein Design and Solutions feature the Twin 
X-Stern® improving fuel efficiency, increasing dynamic positioning capability and reducing 
motions and noise, making the offshore stay more comfortable, efficient and safe for 
technicians. 
 
Rob Boer, Acta’s Managing Director said: “We are very pleased to partner with RWE in deploying 
two of our new SOVs over a 12 year basis. The ability to use e-methanol from day one of our 
operations with RWE drives the reduction of greenhouse gases significantly. The vessels have 
been designed for high performance in-field agility whilst reducing power consumption as much 
as possible.  Whilst contributing to the decarbonisation of marine offshore operations, we will be 
proud to deliver best in class hospitality services on board our SOVs combined with leading 
operational performance and safe transfer of technicians to the windfarms.” 
 
The low-carbon collaboration also marks a tangible step forward for the vision of Operation 
Zero, an industry coalition working towards the deployment of zero-emission operations vessels 
and infrastructure in support of the North Sea offshore wind sector from 2025. Operation Zero 
was launched by the Department for Transport and the ORE Catapult at COP26, and was 
signed by RWE.  
 
RWE is also part of the Carbon Trust programme, aiming to make future offshore wind more 
sustainable. The Carbon Trust, in collaboration with RWE and other developers, is developing a 
new Offshore Wind Sustainability Joint Industry Programme. This will establish guidance on how 
to measure and address carbon emissions associated with offshore wind farms during their 
lifecycle, including emissions from the manufacturing of materials and wind farms installation. 
 
RWE is leading the way to a green energy world. The company is the UK’s largest power 
producer and has an extensive UK investment ambition which supports its Growing Green 
Strategy. By 2030, RWE expects to invest up to £15 billion in the UK across offshore and 
onshore wind, solar, hydrogen, batteries, biomass and gas.  RWE has a strong UK pipeline and is 
involved in four of the UK’s seven offshore wind extension projects, plus two Round 4 Dogger 
Bank South projects. The company is also exploring offshore floating wind projects, including in 
the Celtic Sea region. 
 
Images for media use are available at the RWE Media Centre. 
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RWE   

RWE is leading the way to a green energy world. With an extensive investment and growth strategy, the company will expand its 
powerful, green generation capacity to 50 gigawatts internationally by 2030. RWE is investing more than €50 billion gross for this 
purpose in this decade. The portfolio is based on offshore and onshore wind, solar, hydrogen, batteries, biomass and gas.  
RWE Supply & Trading provides tailored energy solutions for large customers. RWE has locations in the attractive markets of 
Europe, North America and the Asia-Pacific region. The company is responsibly phasing out nuclear energy and coal. Government-
mandated phaseout roadmaps have been defined for both of these energy sources. RWE employs around 19,000 people 
worldwide and has a clear target: to get to net zero by 2040. On its way there, the company has set itself ambitious targets for all 
activities that cause greenhouse gas emissions. The Science Based Targets initiative has confirmed that these emission reduction 
targets are in line with the Paris Agreement. Very much in the spirit of the company’s purpose: Our energy for a sustainable life. 

Acta Marine   

Acta Marine is a leading provider of marine services to the offshore wind, coastal infrastructure and offshore energy markets, 
utilizing its fleet of 34 vessels to serve a broad client base across the world. Acta Marine employs ~300 people and is located in 
Rotterdam (HQ) Den Helder and Montoir-de-Bretagne (Fr), with additional representation offices located in United Arab Emirates 
and the UK. 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection 
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at communications@rwe.com. 
Your data will then be deleted and you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If you have any questions 
about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact ukdataprotectionrwe@rwe.com.  
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