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Power production doubled after repowering project – 
RWE puts Elisenhof wind farm into operation  

• Modernisation of wind farm in Paderborn district successfully completed  

• Electricity production more than doubled; increase generates additional income for local 
communities 

• RWE uses main components from old wind farm in its Spanish fleet 

Essen, 12 December 2023 
 
More power for the Elisenhof wind farm in the district of Paderborn: RWE’s successfully 
completed repowering project demonstrates the potential of modernising older wind farms. 
Only two instead of nine wind turbines are now in operation at the Elisenhof site, while electricity 
production has doubled. By using more powerful turbines, RWE is increasing the total output of 
the wind farm from 6.75 to 11.4 megawatts. The new turbines at the wind farm in the state of 
North Rhine-Westphalia generate enough green electricity to supply the equivalent of  
5,500 households. 
 
Katja Wünschel, CEO RWE Renewables Europe & Australia: “This project is a good example of 
how the energy transition can succeed. We were able to build on public acceptance and are now 
producing more than twice as much green electricity. Thanks to the RWE climate bonus, the 
local communities also benefit from this repowering project. For every kilowatt hour produced, 
we voluntarily pay 0.2 cents to the neighbouring communities. That’s an additional income of 
around €40,000 per year.”  
 
Elisenhof is also a showcase project in terms of recycling. The main components of the 
dismantled wind farm are being given a second lease of life in Spain. The RWE team has 
overhauled the rotor blades, nacelles, hubs and switching cabinets of the old turbines in the 
company’s own workshop and is now using them in its Spanish fleet. The company is thus 
extending the service life of its Spanish wind farms by 10 to 15 years. 
 
Turning old into new 
RWE is currently implementing another repowering project in the Emsland region. The company 
is replacing the old 1.8-megawatt turbine with a turbine with an output of 5.7 megawatts at its 
Lengerich site. The larger rotor blades can capture significantly more wind, increasing electricity 
production by around 400 percent. While up to now around 1,000 homes were supplied with 
climate-neutral electricity, the new wind turbine produces green electricity for around  
4,000 households. The plant is scheduled to go into operation this winter. In addition, RWE will 
repower two further wind farms in Lower Saxony.  
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In total, the company is replacing 17 wind turbines in Lesse and Barbecke, in Salzgitter and in 
the district of Peine, with a total output of 30.6 megawatts with eleven turbines boasting a total 
capacity of 61.8 megawatts.  
 
RWE currently operates around 90 wind farms in Germany and counting. In order to massively 
expand its green portfolio, the company will invest around €11 billion net in Germany in the next 
seven years. 
 
 

For further enquiries: Sinje Vogelsang 
RWE Renewables Europe & Australia GmbH 
Spokesperson 
T +49 (0) 201 5179-5941 
E sinje.vogelsang@rwe.com 
 
 

Pictures for media use of the Elisenhof wind farm are available at the RWE Media Centre. 
Credit: RWE 
 
 
RWE 
RWE is leading the way to a green energy world. With its investment and growth strategy Growing Green, RWE is contributing 
significantly to the success of the energy transition and the decarbonisation of the energy system. Around 20,000 employees work 
for the company in almost 30 countries worldwide. RWE is already one of the leading companies in the field of renewable energy. 
Between 2024 and 2030, RWE will invest 55 billion euros worldwide in offshore and onshore wind, solar energy, batteries, flexible 
generation, and hydrogen projects. By the end of the decade, the company’s green portfolio will grow to more than 65 gigawatts of 
generation capacity, which will be perfectly complemented by global energy trading. RWE is decarbonising its business in line with 
the 1.5-degree reduction pathway and will phase out coal by 2030. RWE will be net-zero by 2040. Fully in line with the company’s 
purpose - Our energy for a sustainable life. 
 
Forward-looking statements 
This press release contains forward-looking statements. These statements reflect the current views, expectations and assumptions 
of management, and are based on information currently available to management. Forward-looking statements do not guarantee 
the occurrence of future results and developments and are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual future 
results and developments may deviate materially from the expectations and assumptions expressed in this document due to 
various factors. These factors primarily include changes in the general economic and competitive environment. Furthermore, 
developments on financial markets and changes in currency exchange rates as well as changes in national and international laws, 
in particular in respect of fiscal regulation, and other factors influence the company’s future results and developments. Neither the 
company nor any of its affiliates undertakes to update the statements contained in this press release.  
 
Data Protection 
The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection 
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at Datenschutz-
kommunikation@rwe.com. Your data will then be deleted and you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If 
you have any questions about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact 
datenschutz@rwe.com. 
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